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The Journey of Journalism: 
an Evolution  

from Hieroglyphics to Fake 
News 



News satisfies a basic 
human impulse 





Being pulled from Trúc .ӱŎƘ Lake in Hanoi, 1967 
 



άǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ƳƛǎǎŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŀǎ 
information ς free, uncensored, 
ǳƴŘƛǎǘƻǊǘŜŘΣ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ 

 
 

John McCain, war hero 



оплл./Υ IƛŜǊƻƎƭȅǇƘƛŎǎΧ  
the earliest form of journalism 





Thucydides (460-400BC): the first 
journalist 

 

History of the Peloponnesian War 
recounts the 5th century BC war 
between Sparta and Athens   
 
ǘƘŜ άŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅέ Υ ǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
standards of evidence-gathering and 
analysis of cause and effect. No 
reference to intervention by the Gods 
 
Placed a high value on eye witness 
testimony 
 



Athens : the Birthplace of Democracy 
Thucydides, Plato and Aristotle were not fans 

The School of Athens by Raphael 



News is spread by oration of speeches  

tŜǊƛŎƭŜǎΩ CǳƴŜǊŀƭ hǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ tƘƛƭƛǇǇ Foltz (1852) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philipp_Foltz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philipp_Foltz


600AD China introduces all the 
ingredients for the modern newspaper 

  

 
ÅPaper invented during 2nd century (Han Dynasty) 
ÅInk: pine soot and oil mixture 
ÅPrinting press: 1040 AD: Bi Sheng introduces 

Movable Type (wood block printing)   



June 4, 1989 Tiananmen Square 

The Chinese were considered the model of a free press and freedom of 
speech for centuries to come 



tǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ άƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘέ 
 15th Century 

Johannes Gutenberg    



tǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ άƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘέ 
 15th Century 

 Gutenberg Bible    



Journalism and Politics 

ÅSoon printing was no longer able 
to be repressed by government  

ÅIn fact, pamphlets and handbills 
were printed in mass quantities by 
politicians who used this as a tool 
for advancement 



  мслфΥ ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΧ Relation 

Most newspapers were shortlived. Paper and printing were expensive. 
Few people could read 

 



Journalism was a risky 
business back then 

 

ÅΨǘƻ ōŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ 
ƘǳǊŘƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀƴƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎƪΩΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƭƛǾŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŎǳǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŎŀǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΣ 
and disembowelledΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΧ ȅƻǳǊ 
entrails are to be burnt before your eyes, your 
head to be cut off, and your head and quarters 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ 
ƳŀƧŜǎǘȅΩ 

1663 - John Gwyn: British printer and 
pamphleteer openly critical of King Charles II 
 





The evolution of 
newspapers 

in the US 



Early newspapers helped to promote 
the Revolutionary War 

Å The leaders of the revolt used 
the press to drum up public 
support for their cause  

 
Å In 1776 Thomas Paine wrote 

Common Sense to explain the 
idea of revolution in words 
that uneducated people could 
understand 

 
Å It sold 120,000 copies and was 

reprinted in newspapers 
  



!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΧ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴΩ 
newspaper 

Å Early US leaders fought 
bitterly about how the 
government should be run  

 
Å Partisan newspapers 

backed different opposing 
views and attacked each 
other fiercely 

 
Å They mixed news and 

opinions indiscriminately 



Benjamin Franklin 



Benjamin Franklin 
Pennsylvania Gazette 

Å Improved editorial content 
 
Å Concept of paid 

newspaper advertising 
 
Å Policy of editorial 

impartiality 

άtǊƛƴǘŜǊ Patriot Philosopher {ǘŀǘŜǎƳŀƴέ 



Å Introduces political cartoon  
 

Å Member of Constitutional Convention which leads to 
creation of US Constitution 
 

Å Along with Madison and others.. Pens the Bill of Rights 
  



1789 



¢ƘŜ CƻǳǊǘƘ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΧ  

έ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ Estates in Parliament; but, in the Reporters' 
Gallery yonder, there sat a Fourth Estate more important far 

than they allΦέ 9ŘƳǳƴŘ .ǳǊƪŜ мтллΩǎ 



The lynch pin of democracy 



As the 19th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘΧΦ /L±L[ ²!wΦ 

ά¢ƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ǿŀǊ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅέ Wally Hastings, Journalism historian 



Objectivity in the Civil War 

News syndicates sold 
information about the 
war to newspapers in 
both the North and the 
South 
 
Reporters just collected 
the facts ς who, what, 
when, where, and how ς 
and reported them 
without taking a position 



Press Credentials 

Spies posed as reporters 
 
Members of the press 
had to be certified as 
reporters and had to have 
a press pass on the scene 



Photojournalism 

Photographer Matthew Brady convinced 
President Lincoln to let him document 
the Civil War in photographs 

Brady was one of the first to  
capture the Civil war on film 



For the first time journalists actually went 
onto battlefields to write at-the-scene 
reports 

War Correspondents 



The Steam Engine and the Industrial 
Revolution  

Å Reduced the price of a 
newspaper to 1cent 

 
Å¢ƘŜ άtŜƴƴȅ tǊŜǎǎέ ǿŀǎ 

born.. The first truly mass 
media 

Å This new technology: steam powered engine 
allowed for printing of 4000 copies of a newspaper 
in an hour 



¢ƘŜ .ƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άaƻŘŜǊƴ NŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊέ 

Å Free of government or 
party control 

Å Simple wording 
Å Organized with city staff 

covering regular beats and 
spot news 

Å DC and foreign 
correspondents 

Å Topped 40,000 circulation 
within15 months 

Å Herald Tribune (spinoff) is 
still published now 
 



ά¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳέ 

Å By the end of the 19th century, 
ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 
source of information 

 
Å As huge newspaper empires grew, so 

did the competition and circulation 
wars 

 
Å ά¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳέ ǳǎŜŘ 

sensationalism as a way to increase 
readership: loud headlines on sin, sex, 
rumors, even fake stories 

 

¢ƘŜ άƻƴŜ ƻŦŦέ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ 



Lǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΧ  

Å Joseph Pulitzer owned the St. 
Louis Post Dispatch and took 
over the New York World in 
1883 
 

Å He was a crusader for hard 
news, but liked to present it 
with sensationalism 
 

Å At first he demanded accuracy 
from his reporters Joseph Pultizer 

Founder of the Pulitzer Prizes 
and Columbia School of 

Journalism 
 



Χ/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

Å William Randolph Hearst 
owner of the San Fransisco 
Examiner, bought New York 
Journal in 1895 
 

Å He loved politics and hoped to 
run for president 

 
Å Taking on Pulitzer as a rival, his 

paper emphasized crime, sex, 
scandals, and violence 

William Randolph Hearst 
 



The battle raged over comic strips 
Å Pulitzer was the first 

publisher to run comic 
strips in his paper 
 

Å He and Hearst fought over 
ǘƘŜ άHƻƎŀƴΩǎ !ƭƭŜȅέ ŎƻƳƛŎ 
strip printed in yellow ink, 
by James Outcalt 
 

Å¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άȅŜƭƭƻǿ 
ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳέ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴ 
any sensational, 
inaccurate reporting 

 



Lǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ άǎǘǳƴǘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳέ 

Å Both publishers used 
publicity stunts to build 
readership: 

 
ÅtǳƭƛǘȊŜǊ ǎŜƴǘ άbŜƭƭȅ .ƭȅέ 

up in a hot air balloon 
 
Å She also pretended to be 

out of her mind in order 
to investigate conditions 
in insane asylums 

Elizabeth Jane Cochrane 
ŀΦƪΦŀΦ άbŜƭƭƛŜ .ƭȅέ 

  
 


