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President’s Corner

Vascular & 
Endovascular
Surgery Society

by Ravi Rajani, MD

I hope everyone is enjoying the transition from summer to fall.  Whether it is sending 
your children back to school, welcoming new residents to your training program, or 
greeting new partners in your clinical practice, this time of year is very much associated 
with renewal and hope for the year ahead.  The holiday season is within line-of-sight, and 
I hope each of you had a restful end to the summer.  This time of year also means that we 
are finalizing plans for the VESS Winter Meeting in February of 2026.  As I’m sure you all 
know, this is a special year for our Society, as we celebrate our 50th anniversary.  As you all 
know, the three pillars of our Winter Meeting are our scientific program, our educational 
symposia, and the opportunity to connect socially with old friends and new.

The Winter Program committee, under the leadership of Lindsey Korepta (chair) and 
Yana Etkin (vice-chair), is finalizing the scientific components of the meeting.  As always, you and your partners 
in research have submitted hundreds of outstanding abstracts representing years of novel bench, translational, 
and clinical inquiry.  I have no doubt that the quality of our scientific program will reach new heights in this special 
anniversary.  The Grants and Scholarships committee, led by Michael Soult, is busy at work reviewing applications 
for our research grants and travel scholarships.  Previous winners of these awards have highlighted them as 
launching pads to early career success, and I’m excited to hear about our next generation of contributors.

Call for Leadership Volunteers
The Vascular and Endovascular Surgery Society continues to grow and be THE Society for Early Career Vascular Surgeon. The 
Executive Council is pleased to announce an open Call for Volunteers to serve on one or more of the many VESS Committees. 
Both nominations of other members and self-nominations are invited.

Active members in good standing are eligible to serve as are Candidate Members. Though not required, including a brief 
paragraph indicating why you would like to serve may be helpful to the Nominating Committee and Executive Council 
members who will consider all appointments.  

Unless otherwise indicated, most terms begin following the annual winter meeting of each year with most committee 
business being conducted by conference call. In many instances, committee members rotate up to chair during their final 
year. Committee chairs and Society representatives are invited to attend the Executive Council meetings twice annually 
during the Annual Meeting in the winter and the spring meeting held at VAM. 

To volunteer visit the VESS website (www.vesurgery.org/about/officers-committees)  by Wednesday, January 7, 2026.  
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REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION

Registration is now open!   
Go to the Annual Winter Meeting 
link in the drop down list under the 
Meetings Tab on the Society’s 
website   (www.vesurgery.org).  
Scroll down to the Registration tab 
in the Blue Menu Bar. 
 
The Deadline for Early Bird 
Registration is is Monday, 
December 29, 2025. Online 
Registration will close on 
Wednesday, January 21, 2026. 
After this date, you will be able to 
register onsite.  

Included in your registration fee 
are all scientific sessions, as well as 
any industry sponsored sessions, 
the Thursday Vascular Technology 
Forum, Welcome Reception and 
access to the Exhibit Hall.

HOTEL INFORMATION

HEADQUARTER HOTEL
Everline Resort & Spa Lake Tahoe
400 Squaw Creek Rd.
Olympic Valley, CA 96146
(530) 412-7034

We are aware that the Everline Resort 
is sold out at this time and we are 
working on securing more rooms.

See below for overflow housing at a 
nearby hotel.

OVERFLOW HOTEL
The Villages at Palisades Tahoe
1750 Village East Rd.
Olympic Valley, CA  96146
866-818-6963

Get Ready to Celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of the VESS!  We’re taking it back to the 70’s!!

Like President Rajani said in his cover letter, bring out your best disco, hippie culture, or just outrageous wigs, 
everyone is invited to don your best bellbottoms and join us in celebrating.  We’ll also be starting the night off 
with a charity casino event with fabulous prizes.



President’s Corrner  

Alongside the scientific program, the next pillar of our Winter Meeting has always been the longitudinal educational 
symposia.  This year, Mimmie Kwong (fellows), David Laczynski (general surgery residents), Anna Boniakowski (early 
career), and Zachary Wanken (student) have each put together a stellar group of speakers and topics for our various 
constituents to enjoy.  I’m particularly excited to hear about the role that artificial intelligence will continue to play in each 
of these groups’ journeys and discussing other key issues facing our field, such as clinical program development, financial 
pressures, wellbeing, and representation.  I’m particularly proud that we increase the availability of these programs to 
more and more of our members every year.

Lastly, the social cornerstone of this year’s Winter Meeting will be the President’s Dinner on Saturday evening.  This year, 
we will be celebrating the Society’s 50th birthday in style.  To commemorate the year of its inception as the Peripheral 
Vascular Surgery Club in 1976, the 50th VESS President’s Dinner will be a 70s costume event.  Whether that means 
disco, hippie culture, or just outrageous wigs, everyone is invited to don your best bellbottoms and join us in celebrating 
the 70s.  To acknowledge our location close to Reno, there will also be a charity casino event with fabulous prizes.  I know 
it will be a memorable event for all of us, and I look forward to seeing everyone there!

Ravi Rajani, MD, Emory University, Atlanta, GA 

Trainee Corner

As a new intern, having successfully matched into a vascular program I’m proud to train at, I can better 
reflect on the experiences and components of my application that lead to this. Research, clinical hours, 
conference participation, and strong mentorship all played important roles. However, it was the visiting 
student rotations that proved most influential in shaping my understanding of what I truly valued in a 
vascular surgery program.

Having grown up and completed my education in the same East Coast state, I intentionally sought out 
rotations in diverse geographic regions and program types. This not only exposed me to a wide range 
of vascular surgery practice patterns across the country but also broadened my professional network by 
connecting me with practicing surgeons who offered guidance on program selection.

Throughout these rotations, I was able to identify key characteristics I felt would be helpful to my training 
and used them as a framework during the interview season. These included the program’s setting, proximity 
to my support system, camaraderie among residents, the quality of resident-attending relationships, case 
volume and variety, and the level of support for academic development and research.

The most influential factor in shaping my rank list, and ultimately my match, was working with the residents, 
and observing team dynamics and culture firsthand. Despite the significant and undeniable financial 
commitment that accompanies visiting rotations, these experiences were invaluable to my application 
process and program selection. I would strongly recommend them to future applicants.
 
As a first-year integrated vascular surgery resident, one of the most rewarding aspects of intern year has 
been working alongside sub-interns (sub-i’s) our fourth-year medical students and away rotators. These 
students bring fresh enthusiasm, curiosity, and a strong desire to learn, which not only invigorates the team 
but also reminds us why we chose this demanding and fulfilling specialty.

Sub-i’s quickly become an important part of the team and patient care. From an intern perspective, teaching 
sub-i’s offers a unique opportunity to solidify one’s own knowledge and critical thinking while learning to 
communicate complex surgical concepts in an approachable way. This challenge has helped me develop 
and grow as an educator and clinician. It’s rewarding to see their growth over the month from the first 
scrubs to confident discussions about vascular anatomy and management plans. 

Looking back, I can’t help but think about my own sub-i experience just a year ago. I remember how nerve-
wracking it felt to step into a new hospital, trying to learn names, workflows, and expectations while hoping 
to make a good impression. Now, being on the other side, I realize how much the residents and faculty 
were truly invested in my success. With this perspective, if I could go back I’d tell myself to focus on the work 
and being a dependable member of the team and good impressions should follow. My biggest piece of 
advice for my sub-i’s is the same: stay engaged, be proactive, and don’t underestimate the value of the small 
things. Asking thoughtful questions, offering to help with patient care tasks, or just showing up with a good 
attitude can go a long way, and remember, the month is just as much a chance for a program to learn about 
you as it is for a you to learn about a program. 

The value of costly away rotations
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GRANTS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE                             
(2 Year Term)                                                    

Review applications and select winners for 
awards (Travel, Resident Research and Early 
Career Investigator). Also review any requests 
to survey the VESS membership and submit 
recommendation to the Executive Council.

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE          
(2 Year Term)                                        

Assist with member recruitment strategy when 
necessary.  Review list of applicants and present 
nominations for membership to the Executive 
Council for review before final vote during the 
Annual Business Meeting.  

BYLAWS COMMITTEE  (3 Year Term)                                                                                  

Review the by-laws from time-to-time as directed 
by the Council and make recommendations 
regarding amendments.  Assist with the 
development of official policies & procedures for 
Society business.

VASCULAR TRAINEE EDUCATION COMMITTEE       
(2 Year Term)                             

Develop programs (i.e. Fellows Program, General 
Surgery Resident Program) and address issues of 
vascular trainees.

STUDENT EDUCATION COMMITTEE  (2 Year Term)                                                    

Develop program and address issues for medical 
students interested in a vascular surgery career.  
Work with the VESS VSIG.

Call for Leadership Volunteers
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SPRING PROGRAM COMMITTEE  (2 Year Term)                                                                  

Committee members work collaboratively with the SVS 
Program Committee to select abstracts for the VESS spring 
meeting in conjunction with VAM. Term begins following the 
2026 Spring Meeting

ANNUAL (WINTER) PROGRAM COMMITTEE   (2 Year Term)                                                     

Committee members review and select abstracts for the 
Annual Meeting and assist in the development of the 
scientific program.

COMMUNICATIONS:  WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA SUB-COMMITTEE                          
(2 Year Term)                                                                     

Reviews existing website, suggest changes and updates and 
new ideas.

COMMUNICATIONS:  NEWSLETTER SUB-COMMITTEE                    
(2 Year Term)                                                                                                       

Develop, write and review content for three issues of the VESS 
Newsletter annually.

DIVERSITY, EQUITY & INCLUSION COMMITTEE  (4 Year Term)                                            

The purpose of this committee is to identify and promote 
ways to address minority issues in vascular surgery and 
encourage women and minorities to actively participate 
in the Society and its committees. It is also responsible for 
fostering the VESS Mentor Program each year.

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE   (3 Year Term)                                                                                  

Research and implement comprehensive fundraising 
campaigns to support Society initiatives.  Assist in the 
fundraising for the annual winter meeting.  Help to identify 
industry with an interest in vascular surgery that may want to 
support the Society in some way.

To volunteer visit the VESS website                                      
(www.vesurgery.org/about/officers-committees)  by 

Wednesday, January 7, 2026.  
The following committees have openings for nominations:



VESS 2026 Annual Meeting Preliminary Program

Wednesday, February 4, 2026

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm	 Executive Council Meeting

Thursday, February 5, 2026

7:00 am – 5:00 pm	 Registration

7:00 am	 Continental Breakfast

7:30 am – 12:00 pm	 VASCULAR FELLOW PROGRAM

	 Moderator:  Mimmie Kwong, MD

7:30 am – 12:00 pm	 GENERAL SURGERY RESIDENT 
PROGRAM

	 Moderator:  David Laczynski, MD

7:30 am – 12:00 pm	 EARLY CAREER FACULTY PROGRAM

	 Moderator:  Anna Boniakowski, MD

7:30 am – 2:00 pm	 STUDENT PROGRAM

	 Moderator:  Zachary Wanken, MD

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm	 Lunch Break / Industry Sponsored 
Symposium

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm	 TECHNOLOGY FORUM – DIDACTIC & 
HANDS-ON

	 Moderator: Michael Barfield, MD

4:15 pm – 6:15 pm	 SCIENTIFIC SESSION I	

	 Moderators: Ravi Rajani & Lindsey Korepta

4:15 pm – 4:27 pm	 Enhancing Air Force Vascular Surgeon 
Readiness Through Underserved 
Community Care 
Brandon Propper1, James Sampson1, Justin 
F Fox1, Larissa F Weir2, Eric Elster1, John J 
Degoes2  
1USU, Bethesda, MD;2US Air Force, 
Washington, DC

4:27 pm – 4:39 pm	 Peripheral Arterial Infections: Experience 
With Cryopreserved Allografts 
Michael Youngjin Lee, Mouhammad Halabi, 
Alexander Shepard, Loay Kabbani, Mitchell 
Weaver, Andi Peshkepija, Timothy Nypaver, 
Kevin Onofrey, Yasaman Kavousi  
Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, MI

4:39 pm – 4:51 pm	 A Dynamic Neural Network 
Approach For Risk Stratification 
And Treatment Optimization In 
Intermittent Claudication Patients 
Bharadhwaj Ravindhran, Georgina 
Hatfield-Chetter, Bharadhwaj Morris-
Jarvis, Josephine Hatfield, Anna Firth, 
Amy Keld, Louise Mclean, Jonathon 
Prosser, Sean Pymer, Ian Chetter  
Hull York Medical School, Hull, United 
Kingdom

4:51 pm – 5:03 pm	 Functional Popliteal Artery 
Entrapment Syndrome In Athletes: 
Insights From The Patient 
Perspective 
Mary C Cain, John Cabot, Sri Sai L 
Akkineni, Chidyaonga Shalita, Lucy 
Yang, Jason T Lee  
Stanford University, Stanford, CA

5:03 pm – 5:11 pm	 Combat-related Vascular 
Reconstructions: Missed 
Opportunities For Limb Salvage 
Erin Greenleaf, Nader Zamani, 
Natasha Mohan  
Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, 
TX

5:11 pm – 5:19 pm	 Fluoroscopic Guidance As 
An Adjunctive Technique For 
Retrograde Tunneling Of An 
Obturator Bypass: The Maine Health 
Experience 
Colby P Meinke, Luke P Keffer, Anna 
Boniakowski, Sarah E Gray, Kristina A 
Giles, Brian W Nolan, Scott Robinson  
Maine Health, Portland, ME

5:19 pm – 5:27 pm	 Naples Prognostic Score Impacts 
Outcomes For Chronic Limb-
threatening Ischemia 
Mark G Davies1, Joseph P Hart2  
1Ascension Health, Waco, TX;2 MCW, 
Milwaukee, WI

5:27 pm – 5:39 pm	 Preoperative Thrombectomy/
thrombolysis And Timing Of 
Perioperative Venous Angioplasty 
Do Not Influence Rates Of Re-
angioplasty Following First Rib 
Resection 
Mitchell S Jay, Courtenay M Holscher, 
Joseph White, Thomas Reifsnyder, 
Ying Wei Lum 
Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine, Baltimore, MD

5:39 pm – 5:51 pm	 Local Referral Of Peripheral Arterial 
Disease Patients To Improve 
Surgical Outcomes 
Shahmeer Kazi, Zhixin Lun, Margaret 
Smith  
University of Colorado, Aurora, CO



5:51 pm – 6:03 pm	 Risk Scores For Loss Of Secondary 
Patency And Major Amputation 
After Successful Thrombectomy Of 
An Infra-inguinal Arterial Bypass 
Ashley Penton Peters1, Nabeeha 
Khan1, Jericho Hallare1, Paula Pinto 
Rodriguez1, Lily Darman1, Trissa 
Babrowski2, Carlos F Bechara3, 
Matthew Blecha1  
1Loyola University Chicago, Maywood, 
IL;2University of Chicago Medical 
Center, Chicago, IL;3Rush University 
Medical Center, Chicago, IL

6:03 pm – 6:15 pm	 External Validation Of Best 
Endovascular Versus Best Surgical 
Therapy Major AdverseCardiac 
Event Model In The Vascular 
Quality Initiative And Vascular 
Implant Surveillance And 
Interventional Outcomes Network 
Registry 
Nathan TP Patel1, Gregory 
Mouradian1, Mead B Ferris1, Xinyan 
Zheng2, Jialin Mao2, Daniel Bertges1  
1University of Vermont Medical Center, 
Burlington, VT;2Weill Cornell Medicine, 
New York City, NY

6:15 – 7:30 pm	 WELCOME RECEPTION

All attendees, guests & exhibitors are welcome.

Friday, February 6, 2026

6:00 am – 7:00 am	 Continental Breakfast in the Exhibit 
Hall

6:00 am – 9:30 am	 Registration

7:00 am – 9:04 am	 SCIENTIFIC SESSION II	

	 Moderators: Jaime Benarroch & Jean 
Marie Ruddy

7:00 am – 7:12 am	 Outcomes In Grade II Blunt 
Thoracic Aortic Injury 
Shelby Willis, Phillip Jenkins, 
Victor Andujo, Tiffany Lian, Sheila 
Markwardt, Kay Smith, Gregory L 
Moneta, Justin Regner, Castigliano 
Bhamidipati, Cherrie Z Abraham, Julie 
Doberne 
Oregon Health and Sciences 
University, Portland, OR

7:12 am – 7:24 am	 National Trends In Aneurysm Care: 
Rising Volumes, Greater Efficiency, And 
Shrinking Surgeon Reimbursement 
Priya Joshi1, Aryan Gupta1, Kristina 
Lowndes1, Glade Adams1, Alyster Alcudia1, 
William Moser2, Subodha Kumar3, Sharvil U 
Sheth4, Suyog Mokashi2  
1Lewis Katz School of Medicine at Temple 
University, Philadelphia, PA;2Temple 
University Hospital, Philadelphia, PA;3Fox 
School of Business at Temple University, 
Philadelphia, PA;4St. Luke’s University 
Health Network, Bethlehem, PA

7:24 am – 7:36 am	 Sex-based Differences In Macrophage 
Activation In Abdominal Aortic 
Aneurysms 
Ryan Wahidi, Santiago Elizondo-Benedetto, 
Brigida Rusconi, Mohamed Zayed  
Washington University School of Medicine, 
St. Louis, MO

7:36 am – 7:48 am	 Outcomes Of Carotid Endarterectomy 
Versus Transcarotid Artery 
Revascularization In Patients With 
Cardiac Comorbidities 
Aidin Baghbani, Harleen K Sandhu, Akiko 
Tanaka, Arash Keyhani, Kourosh Keyhani, 
Naveed U Saqib, Charles C Miller, III, S. 
Keisin Wang  
University of Texas Health Science Center 
at Houston, McGovern Medical School, 
Houston, TX

7:48 am – 7:56 am	 The Impact Of AAA Sac Thrombus 
Burden On Outcomes After EVAR 
Cole C Pickney, James F Bena, Courtney 
Hanak, Ali Khalifeh, Ravi Ambani, Francis J 
Caputo, Lee Kirksey, Sean P Lyden, Jon G 
Quatromoni  
Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, OH

7:56 am – 8:04 am	 Long-term Outcomes Of The Acellular 
Tissue Engineered Vessel In Extremity 
Arterial Trauma Repair: Results From 
The V005 Trial 
Michael Curi1, Sophia Bou-Ghannam2, 
Zak Khondker2, Shamik Parikh2, Laura 
Niklason2  
1Rutgers-New Jersey Medical School, 
Newark, NJ;2Humacyte Global Inc, Durham, 
NC

8:04 am – 8:12 am	 Clopidogrel Resistance Is Not 
Associated With Adverse Outcomes In 
Transcarotid Artery Revascularization: A 
Prospective Single-Center Pilot Study 
Junette Yu1, Lilian M. Tran2, Christina L. 
Cui2, Zachary F. Williams2, Young Kim2  
1Duke-NUS Medical School, Singapore, 
Singapore2Duke University, Durham, NC

8:12 am – 8:24 am	 Transcarotid Artery Stenting Using 
Flow Reversal For Non-atherosclerotic 
Carotid Artery Disease 
Christopher Blackstock1, Sai Divya 
Yadavalli2, Gabriel Jabbour2, Marc 
Schermerhorn2, Samuel Money1  
1Ochsner Medical Center, New Orleans, 
LA;2Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, 
Boston, MA



8:24 am – 8:36 am	 Outcomes Following Endovascular Versus 
Open Management Of Carotid Artery Injury 
In The National Trauma Data Bank 
Maha H Haqqani1, Gurbani Suri1, Nitin 
Jethmalani1, Patricia E Chan1, Eshani 
Pareek2, Christopher J Agrusa1, Peter H 
Connolly1, Brian G Derubertis1, Sharif H 
Ellozy1, Jordan R Stern1  
1Division of Vascular & Endovascular 
Surgery, Weill Cornell Medicine, New York, 
NY;2Department of Population Health 
Sciences, Weill Cornell Medicine, New York, 
NY

8:36 am – 8:48 am	 Incentives Run Counter To Cost Effective 
Management Of Carotid Disease 
Andrew Pan Huang, Luciano Delbono, 
Jessica Kipfmiller, Peter Henke  
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

8:48 am – 8:56 am	 Comparison Of Interventions For 
Symptomatic Carotid Artery Stenosis 
Among Nonagenarians 
Randall A Bloch, Elisa Caron, Scott G 
Prushik, Katie E Shean, Mark F Conrad  
Boston Medical Center Brighton, Boston, MA

8:56 am – 9:04 am	 Perioperative Antiplatelet And 
Anticoagulation Outcomes After Trans 
Carotid Artery Revascularization 
Ali Hakimi, Tarik Ali, Shreya Rawat, Christina 
Schweitzer, Leana Dogbe, Ahsan Zil-E-Ali, 
Faisal Aziz  
Penn State Hershey, Hershey, PA

9:15 am  – 10:15 am  	 SPECIAL SESSION - Review of CREST

	 Moderator: Mel Sharafuddin

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm	 CASE REPORT SESSION with My Worst 
Case Invited Speakers

	 Moderators: Yana Etkin & Donal Baril

1:00pm	 Novel Use Of The Enroutetm System For 
Total Endovascular Aortic Arch Repair 
Nicole Hatala, Jennifer Huffman, Jonathan 
Bath, Todd Vogel, Steven Cheung, Uttara Nag  
University of Missouri, Columbia, MO

1:08pm	 An Amateur Boxer With A Covered Aortic 
Stent Graft For A Retrohepatic Caval 
Injury: Long Term Outcomes 
Ashley Wang1, Brianna-Marie Riu1, Justin 
Rodriguez1, Eric Robinson1, Aldin Malkoc1, 
Salma Memon2, Elias Wassel1, Samuel 
Schwartz1  
1Arrowhead Regional Medical Center, Colton, 
CA;2Saint George’s University, St George’s, 
Grenada

1:16pm	 Long-term Durability Of Kissing Covered 
Aortic Stent Grafts For Treatment Of 
Iatrogenic Left Common Iliac Vein Injury 
During Anterior Lumbar Interbody Fusion 
Justin A Rodriguez1, Brianna-Marie A 
Riu1, Ashley Wang2, Eric Robinson2, Aldin 
Malkoc2, Angel Guan2, Elias Wassel2, Samuel 
Schwartz1  
1Arrowhead Regional Medical Center, Colton, 
CA;2Arrowhead Regional Medical Center, 
Colton, CA

1:24pm	 Percutaneous Repair Of 
Access-related Femoral Artery 
Pseudoaneurysms Using A Suture-
mediated Closure Repair Device With 
Ultrasound-only Guidance - A Case 
Series 
Dominic Facciponte1, Jenaya Goldwag2, 
Mark Eid1, Brianna Krafcik1, Thomas 
Cheng1, Matthew Alef1, 1Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Medical Center, Lebanon, 
NH;2Concord Hospital, Concord, NH

1:32pm	 Novel Use Of The Venous Inari 
Protrieve Sheath For Embolic 
Protection In The Endovascular 
Treatment Of A Symptomatic 
Descending Aortic Thrombus 
Maria Coluccio, Manasa Kanneganti, 
Patricia Yau  
Montefiore Medical Center, Bronx, NY

1:40pm	 Extra-anatomic Endovascular Bypass 
With Venous Stent After External Iliac 
Vein Ligation During Robotic Inguinal 
Hernia Repair 
Fatima Mustansir, Erin McIntosh, Shir LI 
Tay, Zachary J. Wanken  
Washington University in St. Louis 
(WashU Medicine), St. Louis, MO

3:00 pm	 Registration Re-Opens

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm	 Coffee/Snacks – Visit Exhibitors

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm	 SCIENTIFIC SESSION III

	 Moderators: S. Keisin Wang & Karan 
Garg

4:00 pm – 4:12 pm	 Temporal Artery Biopsy And 
Its Impact On Glucocorticoid 
Management In Patients With 
Suspected Giant Cell Arteritis 
Amelia Grace Fogle1, Adriana Gutierrez 
Yllu2, Ysabel Munoz1, Vienna Wang1, 
Rae S Rokosh3, Olamide Alabi3  
1Emory University School of Medicine, 
Atlanta, GA;2Emory University School 
of Public Health, Atlanta, GA;3Emory 
University Hospital, Atlanta, GA

4:12 pm – 4:24 pm	 The Impact Of AAA Sac Thrombus 
Burden On Outcomes After EVAR 
Cole C Pickney, James F Bena, 
Courtney Hanak, Ali Khalifeh, Ravi 
Ambani, Francis J Caputo, Lee Kirksey, 
Sean P Lyden, Jon G Quatromoni  
Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, OH

4:24 pm – 4:36 pm	 Bridging The Gap: Vascular Surgery 
And Primary Care Partnership 
For Improving Resident Physician 
Competency In Peripheral Artery 
Disease Management 
Natalie Hmeluk, Wato Nsa, Juell 
Homco, Peter Nelson, Blake 
Lesselroth, Kimberly Zamor, Kelly 
Kempe, The University of Oklahoma, 
Tulsa, OK



					   
4:36 pm – 4:48 pm	 Association Of Vascular Surgery Interest 

Groups With Applicant Volume And 
Match Outcomes: A Multi-year Analysis 
Of National Residency Match Program 
Data 
Calvin Chao, Margaret Reilly, Lara Lopes, 
Deena El-Gabri, Mark Eskandari, Anand 
Brahmandam, Tadaki Tomita, Northwestern 
University, Chicago, IL

4:48 pm – 4:56 pm	 Who Gets Feedback? Predictors Of 
Receiving Narrative Feedback In Vascular 
Surgery Epas 
Katie Glasgow1, Ting Sun1, Brigitte K Smith2, 
M Libby Weaver1  
1University of Utah, Salt Lake CIty, UT; 
2University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI

4:56 pm – 5:04 pm	 Rethinking Ketamine: No Opioid-Sparing 
Effect After Major Amputation 
Demitra Chavez, Diana Otoya, Austin 
Nguyen, Andrew Mchale, Michael Kazior, 
Erik Baker, Kathryn Fong, Michael F 
Amendola, Kedar S. Lavingia, Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA

5:04 pm – 5:12 pm	 Percutaneous Bedside Decannulation 
Of Femoral-femoral VA ECMO In A High-
Volume Center 
Julia Fayanne Chen, Adel Barkat, Prashanth 
Iyer, Rachel Posey, Daniel Hopkins, Adam 
Betz  
Oklahoma Heart Institute, Tulsa, OK

5:12 pm – 5:24 pm	 Bioengineered Scaffold Seeded With 
Adipose-derived Stem Cells For Arterial 
Reconstruction In A Swine Model: A 
Step Toward On-demand Regenerative 
Vascular Grafts 
Grzegorz Jodlowski1, May Dvir1, Patrick 
F Walker2, John Chi3, Michel Haddad3, 
Zhipeng Liang4, Eric Bennett4, Jonathan 
Morrison2, Samand Pashneh-Tala4  
1Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN;2Uniformed 
Services University, Bethesda, MD;3Synova 
Life, Pasadena, CA;4Frontier Bio, Hayward, 
CA

5:24 pm – 5:36 pm	 Regional Variations In Training Programs 
And Practice Location Among Vascular 
Qualifying Exam Examinees 
Nikhil Pallem, Colleen McMullen, Daniel 
Davenport, Tana Repella  
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY

5:36 pm – 5:48 pm	 Comparative Perioperative Outcomes 
Of Rescue FEVAR Vs Open Repair For 
Previous EVAR 
Daniel Gage, Patrick Quinn, Matthew Corriere, 
Michael R Go, Xiaoyi Teng, Kristine Orion, 
Bryan Tillman, Xin K Peng, Babatunde 
Oriowo, Kyongjune B Lee 
The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH

5:48 pm – 6:00 pm	 Long-term Outcomes After Medical And 
Surgical Management Of Blunt Traumatic 
Aortic Injury 
Mohyee Ayouty1, Joseph J DuBose2, Donna 
Bahroloomi1, Adam Surti1, Robert Matthews1, 
Donald Baril1, Elizabeth Chou1, Cassra 
Arbabi1, NavYash Gupta1, Ali Azizzadeh1  
1Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, 
CA;2University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX

6:00 pm	 VESS MEMBER BUSINESS MEETING

6:15pm	 Industry Sponsored Symposia Sponsored 
by Cook Medical				  
	

 Saturday, February 7, 2026

6:00 am – 7:00 am	 Continental Breakfast in the Exhibit Hall

6:00 am – 9:30 am	 Registration

7:00 am – 9:00 am	 SCIENTIFIC SESSION IV

	 Moderators: Bjoern Suckow & Young Kim

7:00 am – 7:12 am	 Lp-182 As A Novel Therapeutic Drug For 
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms 
Brennan Callow, Xiaobing He, Nicholas 
Juriga, Kevin Heist, Youngsoon Jang, 
Dominique Pierre-Louis, Brian Ross, Frank 
Davis, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

7:12 am – 7:24 am	 Clinical Outcomes Of Early Peripheral 
Vascular Intervention For Claudication 
Are Poor: A Target Trial Emulation 
Analysis 
Chen Dun1, Andrew Wu1, Midori White1, 
Jamie Schwartz1, Jesse A Columbo2, M. Libby 
Weaver3, YingWei Lum1, James H Black, III1, 
Harold P Lehmann1, Caitlin W Hicks1  
1Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
MD;2Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center, 
Lebanon, NH;3Spencer Fox Eccles School of 
Medicine, Salt Lake City, UT

7:24 am – 7:36 am	 Volume Adjusted Calcium Analysis Of 
Aortoiliac Atherosclerosis As A Predictor 
Of Mortality 
Rujul Kumar1, Joel Kruger1, Mario Matabele1, 
Franziska Röder2, Doran Mix1, Michael 
Stoner1, Karina Newhall1  
1University Of Rochester School of Medicine 
and Dentistry, Rochester, NY;2University 
of Groningen Medical Center, Groningen, 
Netherlands

7:36 am – 7:48 am	 Novel Device For Safe Endovascular Aortic 
Endograft Explantation 
Richard Longfei LI, Mohamed Zayed, John 
W. Ohman, WashU Medicine, Saint Louis, 
MO

7:48 am – 7:56 am	 A Novel Total Transfemoral Approach For 
W.l. Gore Tambe Device That Minimizes 
Precannulated Wires 
Mark Eid1, Jenaya Goldwag1, Sukgu Han2, 
Bjoern Suckow1  
1Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center, 
Lebanon, NH;2USC Keck School of Medicine, 
Los Angeles, CA

7:56 am – 8:04 am	 Initial Experience With A Frozen 
Elephant Trunk (FET) Device For A 
Two-stage Repair Of Extensive Aortic 
Aneurysms And Dissections 
Jessica Lee Efird, Dina Obed, Robert 
Matthews, Adam Surti, Donna Bahroloomi, 
Elizabeth Chou, Donald Baril, Tyler Gunn, 
Dominick Megna, Pedro Catarino, Ali 
Azizzadeh  
Cedars Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA



8:04 am – 8:12 am	 Feasibility Of Early Detection Of Non-
compressible Torso Hemorrhage 
Utilizing Contrast-enhanced Ultrasound: 
Development Of A Swine Model 
Yun Beom Lee, Michael Olson, Micaela Cuneo, 
Christian Goei, Pranav Singh, Jessica Saul-
Mcbeth, Jason Rall, Kenneth Bogenberger, 
Marlin Causey, Theodore Hart  
Brooke Army Medical Center, Fort Sam 
Houston, TX

8:15 am – 9:00 am	 AWARD SESSION 

	 Moderators:  Ravi Rajani & Michael Soutl

	 Update from 2025 Award Winners

		  Travel Award:  Adam Tanious, MD

		  Resident Research Award:  

		  Tiffany Bellomo, MD

		  BSCI Early Career Investigator Award:  

		  Melinda Schaller, MD

	 2026 Award Winners Announcement

		  Travel Award

		  Resident Research Award

		  Early Career Faculty Award

9:00 am – 9:15 am	 Introduction of the President

	 Todd Berland, MD

9:15 am – 10:00 am	 PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

	 Ravi Rajani, MD

10:30 am – 12:30 pm	 SPECIAL SESSION - Advocacy/CMS 2026 
Update

	 Moderators: Nathan Aranson & Natalie 
Sridharan

10:30 am	 How State Economics And Hospital 
Status Create A Two-tiered Vascular 
Reimbursement Phenomenon 
Alyster Alisla Alcudia1, Glade Adams1, Aryan 
Gupta1, Kristina Lowndes1, Priya Joshi1, William 
Moser2, Subodha Kumar3, Sharvil U Sheth4, 
Suyog Mokashi2  
1Lewis Katz School of Medicine, Philadelphia, 
PA;2Temple University Hospital, Philadelphia, 
PA;3Fox School of Business at Temple 
University, Philadelphia, PA;4St. Luke’s 
University Health Network, Bethlehem, PA

10:38 am	 Acute Limb Ischemia: Medicare And 
Medicaid Reimbursement Gaps Threaten 
Sustainability Of Care 
Mouhammad Halabi1, Michael Lee1, Loay 
Kabbani1, Hassan Chamseddine2, Donald 
Chang1, Timothy Nypaver1, Mitchell Weaver1, 
Yasaman Kavousi1, Ilan Rubinfeld1, Alexander 
Shepard1  
1Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, MI;2University 
Hospitals Cleveland - Case Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland, OH

10:46 am	 Medicaid Expansion Is Associated 
With Reduced Hospital Costs For 
Patients Presenting With Chronic 
Limb-threatening Ischemia 
Oluwasegun A Akinyemi, Kaelyn 
Gordon, Kakra Hughes 
Howard University College of 
Medicine, Washington DC

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm	 ASK THE EXPERTS OR CASE 
REPORT SESSION

	 Moderators:  TBD & TBD

1:00 pm	 Salvage Of Exposed Autogenous 
Leg Bypass Using Biodegradable 
Temporizing Matrix (BTM) 
Morgan Colling1, Thomas 
Reifsnyder2  
1Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine, Baltimore, MD;2Johns 
Hopkins Bayview Medical Center, 
Baltimore, MD

1:08 pm	 Left Renal And Ovarian Vein 
Transposition For Posterior 
Nutcracker Syndrome 
Cole Pickney1, Sam Laczynski2, 
John Taaffe1, David Laczynski1  
1Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, 
OH;2Florida State University College 
of Medicine, Tallahassee, FL

1:16 pm	 Repurposing The Thoracic 
Branch Endoprosthesis Side 
Branch For Endovascular Repair 
Of Aneurysmal And Stenotic 
Aortic Pathology 
Arash Fereydooni, Arielle Lee, 
Camille Rogine, Shaunak Adkar, 
Kenneth Tran, Stanford, Stanford, 
CA

1:24 pm	 Trans-iliac Vein Embolization Of A 
Previously Excluded Left Internal 
Iliac Artery Aneurysm With A Type 
II Endoleak 
Sabrina Sevilla1, Sarah Kang1, 
Damon S Pierce2, Carlos E Pineda2  
1Virginia Mason Franciscan Health, 
Seattle, WA;2Virginia Mason 
Franciscan Health, Seattle, WA

1:32 pm	 Endovascular Repair Of Extent 
V Thoracoabdominal Aortic 
Aneurysm With No Access 
Option, An Innovative Technique 
Dongjin Suh, Priyam K Vyas, 
Animesh Rathore  
Eastern Virginia Medical School at 
Old Dominion University, Norfolk, VA

1:40 pm	 Endovascular Management Of 
A Complicated Type B Aortic 
Dissection In A Pediatric Patient 
Tara Zielke1, Andres Fajardo1, 
Joel S Corvera2, Raghunandan L 
Motaganahalli1  
1Indiana University, Indianapolis, 
IN;2Indiana University, Indianapolis, IN



3:00 pm	 Registration Re-Opens

3:00 pm – 4:00 pm	 Coffee/Snacks – Last Chance to Visit 
Exhibitors

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm	 SCIENTIFIC SESSION V

	 Moderators: Dawn Coleman & Todd Berland

4:00 pm – 4:12 pm	 30 Year Experience With The Management 
Of Upper Extremity Iatrogenic 
Pseudoaneurysm: Nonoperative Therapy 
For < 2cm. 
Patrick Stone, Vanderbilt, Nashville, TN

4:12 pm – 4:24 pm	 Information Preferences Of Vascular 
Surgery Patients 
Joshua Garrett, Caleb McCabe, Tracy Si, 
Henry Styron, Jatin Dhamrait, David Gosser, 
Bhanuteja Pujari, David Ebertz, Michael 
Williams, Catherine Wittgen, Matthew R 
Smeds  
Saint Louis University School of Medicine, 
Saint Louis, MO

4:24 pm – 4:36 pm	 Endovascular Management Of Aortic 
Coarctation Using Innovative Stent 
Technology 
Peter Foster, Ivory Crittendon, III, Samuel 
Money, Ochsner, New Orleans, LA

4:36 pm – 4:48 pm	 Suprarenal Vs. Infrarenal Fixation In 
Endovascular Repair Of Abdominal Aortic 
Aneurysm: A Systematic Review And 
Meta-analysis 
ali reza sattari1, shahab aldin Sattari2, Robert 
Dabek1, mueen megdadi1, Omar Karim1, 
Vladimir Coca-Soliz1, Michael Zatina1, 
Margaret W Arnold3  
1Ascension St. Agnes, Baltimore, 
MD;2University of Missouri-Kansas City, 
Kansas City, MO;3MedStar Health Baltimore, 
Baltimore, MD

4:48 pm – 4:56 pm	 Calf And Femoral-popliteal Deep Venous 
Thrombus Is Associated With The Highest 
Risk Of Venous Ulceration 
Anne Pugmire1, Lorena P De Marco Garcia2, 
Julie B Hales1, Benjamin S. Brooke1  
1University of Utah, Salt Lake City, 
UT;2Northwell Health, Valley Stream, NY

4:56 pm – 5:04 pm	 Impact Of Pre-hemodialysis Nephrology 
Care And Comorbidity Burden On Type Of 
Vascular Access At Dialysis Initiation 
Crystal Diaz1, Gabriela A Velazquez1, Nancy 
C Edwards1, Matthew P Goldman1, Ross P 
Davis1, Mariana Murea1, Jeanette Stafford2, 
Timothy Craven2  
1Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist, Winston 
Salem, NC;2Wake Forest University School of 
Medicine, Winston Salem, NC

5:04 pm – 5:12 pm	 Mid-term Outcomes Of Asymptomatic And 
Symptomatic Isolated Mesenteric Artery 
Dissections 
Alejandro Pizano, Nakia Sarad, Varuna 
Sundaram, Andy Lee, Rajeev Dayal  
NewYork Presbyterian Queens, Flushing, NY	

	

5:12 pm – 5:24 pm	 Tibial Artery Stenting In The VQI 
Database 
Nicholas Wells1, Martin D Slade2, 
Yuan Huang3, Jonathan Cardella4, 
Britt Tonnessen4, Raul J Guzman4, 
Cassius Iyad Ochoa Chaar4  
1Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, 
CT;2Yale School of Medicine, Yale 
School of Public Health, New Haven, 
CT;3Yale School of Public Health, New 
Haven, CT;4Yale School of Medicine, 
Department of Vascular Surgery and 
Endovascular Therapy, New Haven, 
CT

5:24 pm – 5:36 pm	 Early Outcomes Of Open Aortic 
Enhanced Recovery After Surgery 
Program 
Joseph R Chitwood, C. Adam Banks, 
Zdenek Novak, Courtney Busby, 
Jarrad W Rowse, Danielle C Sutzko, 
Benjamin J Pearce, Adam W Beck, 
Emily L Spangler  
University of Alabama Birmingham 
Medical Center, Birmingham, AL

5:36 pm – 5:44 pm	 Impact Of Socioeconomic 
Vulnerability On Outcomes 
Following Repair Of Chronic 
Mesenteric Ischemia 
Mackenzie K Madison, Aniffa Kouton, 
Geneva Frank, Hanaa Aridi, Rohan 
Basu, Andres Fajardo, Greg Westin, 
Raghu Motaganahalli, Indiana 
University School of Medicine, 
Indianapolis, IN

5:44 pm – 5:52 pm	 Factors Associated With Same-day 
Cancellations In Dialysis Access 
Surgery 
Shaunak Adkar, Andrea Fisher, Ashley 
Griffin, Michael Sgroi, David S. Kauvar  
Stanford Universty, Stanford, CA

5:52 pm – 6:00 pm	 Hypercoagulability In Acute Limb 
Ischemia: A Rising Diagnosis With 
Increased Amputation Risk 
Sahar Alimohamadi, Katherine Reitz, 
Elizabeth Andraska, Edith Tzeng, 
Natalie Sridharan, Marissa Jarosinski, 
UPMC, Pittsburgh, PA

7:00 pm – 10:00 pm     PRESIDENT’S DINNER / 

                                     50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION



2026 Spring Meeting   
June 10, 2026 
Hynes Convention Center 
Boston, MA

Save the Date!

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Mentorship is one of the most important tools for professional development 
and has been linked to greater productivity, career advancement, and 
professional satisfaction. The VESS Mentorship Program aims to promote 
career and leadership development for early career vascular surgeons.  All 
active members of the VESS within 10 years of training or candidate members in 
their last year of training are encouraged to apply.

Through a one-year young surgeon/leader match, the program will pair early career vascular surgeons 
with mentors who are more experienced colleagues, to provide young surgeons with opportunities to 
further develop leadership skills and obtain guidance for achieving specific career goals. This program also 
will foster engagement in the Vascular and Endovascular Surgery Society (VESS).  

For more information and to submit an application, Visit our website:  
www.vesurgery.org/resources/find-a-mentor	

Looking for a Mentor?  Look No Further!
VESS Mentorship Program 
Facilitates Career Development 
for Young Surgeons
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